
Cherry Orchard Manager 
Meetings 

The Orchard Manager 
Meetings for cherry and 
other tree fruit growers 
will begin on Friday, 
March 5 in The Dalles. This 
is a series of weekly break-
fast meetings held each 

March 

5τOrchard Managers 
Meeting 

12τOrchard Managers 
Meeting 

16τTechnology Presen-
tation 

19τOrchard Managers 
Meeting 

Office hours 

Mon-Fri  9:00 a.m.τ1:00 
p.m. 

Afternoon hours subject 
to change 

CGFG WebsiteτVisit the  
website (cgfg.org) for the 
latest  information on 
meetings, legislative is-
sues, action alerts and an 
electronic copy of the 
newsletter. 
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C A L E N D A R  

The Gorge Technology Alliance 
(GTA) welcomes everyone to a 
presentation by Clark Seavert, an 
agricultural economist focused on 
technology adoption in orchards. 
Besides directing Oregon State Uni-
ǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ bƻǊǘƘ ²ƛƭƭŀƳŜǘǘŜ wŜπ
search and Extension Center, Clark 
is part of a nationwide group work-
ing on a project known as the Com-

prehensive Automation for Spe-
cialty Crops (CASC). CASC is a 4-year 
project funded by USDA and the 
industry to develop, test, deploy, 
and commercialize various systems 
to improve orchard management, 
streamline major operations such 
ŀǎ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎΩ 
costs. 

LEADING  EDGE OF TECHNOLOGY  IN  O RCHARD MANAGEMENT  

Friday through March and 
April dealing with topics of 
specific and timely interest 
to Mid-Columbia fruit grow-
ers. The meetings will begin 
each Friday morning at 6:30 
!a ŀǘ /ƻǳǎƛƴǎΩ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ 
Lynn Long, Wasco County 
Extension Agent will an-
nounce the topic of discus-
sion each week through his 
e-mail list. If you would like 
to be added to his list to re-
ceive these and other an-
nouncements related to 
cherry production please 
send an e-mail to 
Lynn.Long@oregonstate.ed
u with your name, e-mail 
address and phone number.  

See schedule on page 5 

Event Details: 

The Leading Edge of Technology in 
Orchard Management 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 

7:00 p.m. presentation  

Columbia Center for the Arts (215 
Cascade Ave in Hood River) 

Cost: Free! (thanks to a Google grant) 

mailto:Lynn.Long@oregonstate.edu
mailto:Lynn.Long@oregonstate.edu
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άtESTICIDE STEWARDSHIP PARTNERSHIPέ RETURNS TO WASCO COUNTY 

In 2010, the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) plans to resume water quality sampling in 
Wasco County creeks as part of the Pesticide Stewardship Partnership (PSP) program.  The PSP program is as a 
voluntary, collaborative approach to identify problems associated with pesticide use and improve water quality 
at the local level. 

Local Watershed Councils will collect water samples this year in Mill Creek, Threemile Creek, and Fifteenmile 
Creek and then send them to the DEQ lab for analysis.  The analysis will primarily look for pesticides related to 

orchard production, but some analytes, such as 
2,4-D, are used in a wider variety of applications. 

The PSP program was active in The Dalles area 
from 2002 ς 2005.  At that time, DEQ analyzed 
water samples in response to concerns about 
broad-spectrum pesticide use raised by Wasco 
County growers, WyEast RC&D, and other local 
agencies.  The testing was done to evaluate the 
effectiveness of IFPnet and to evaluate the oc-
currence and levels of pesticides and the poten-
tial effects of detected pesticides on aquatic re-
sources.   The samples taken during that four-
year period had detectable levels of malathion 
and chlorpyrifos, with some detections exceed-
ing water quality standards.  This year the PSP 
aims to identify any elevated levels of pesticides 
in streams and prompt the voluntary implemen-
tation of best management practices to reduce 
pesticides found in streams. 

(For more information, contact Kate Merrick, 
Watershed Council Coordinator with Wasco 
County SWCD, at (541) 296-6178 x.119. 

RECYLE   YOUR  WOOD

ω {ǘǳƳǇǎ ω .ǊǳǎƘ ω ¸ŀǊŘ 5ŜōǊƛǎ

ω hǊŎƘŀǊŘ .ƛƴǎ ω tŀƭƭŜǘǎ

D     Z

Grinding LLC

Wood Chips Available

FREE ESTIMATES

ω hǊŎƘŀǊŘǎ ω [ŀƴŘ /ƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ                 

ω .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 5ŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ

Mobile Removal & Grinding

Owners:

Tony DeHart & Kris Zorza

Contractor Drop-Off Site

541-806-4455

&

Wanted:  on-call volunteers  
to cut down cherry trees on 
private properties for Back 

Yard Tree Program.   
Contact CGFG Office at  

541.387.4769 if interested. 
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PRODUCE GAPS H ARMONIZATION  INITIATIVE  (NWHORT  REPORT) 

A Technical Working Group  (TWG) has been formed to address the issue and the following are notes from the 
latest meeting: 

!ǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǳŘƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ aŀǘǊƛȄέ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ 
developed by TWG: Mushroom GAPs, AIB, GlobalGAP, CanadaGAP, Silliker, CA LGMA, SENASICA, AFDO Model 
Code for Produce Safety, Tomato Food Safety Audit Protocol, Community Alliance with Family Farmers, SQF 1000 
and USDA GAPs.  While other standards will still be accepted for consideration, the group has initiated the har-
monization process with these. 

{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǘŜƴ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ άŎƻƳǇƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƳŀǘǊƛȄέΣ ōȅ ŀǳŘƛǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
formatting the standards and more time on analyzing them for harmonization opportunities.  The attendees as-
sembled into two breakout groups and each worked on three of the compiled audit categories: Group 1 (Group 
leaders Sharan Lanini and Bill Pool) worked on Food Safety Plan, Animal Control, and Agricultural Water.  Group 2 
(Group leaders Bob Mills and Amy McLester) worked on Documentation and Verification, Seed-Graft-Transplant 
and Production Equipment. 

Both groups reported that having the standards compiled by audit category greatly facilitated the analysis proc-
ess.  Group 1 was able to bring all three of their categories, and Group 2 two of their categories, to harmonized 
standards.  Group 2 made considerable progress on Agricultural Water, but noted that it is probably one of the 
most contentious categories and will require more discussion. 

There are 60 audit categories identified in the Standards Matrix and twelve had been compiled (including the six 
that were worked on this meeting). Susan Pheasant and Raina Nelson volunteered to continue compiling the 
standards by audit categories for future meetings. 

¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢²D /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǘ ōȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΦέ  ¢ƘŜ 
group also discussed ways to encourage more participation by stakeholders, particularly growers who will be 
most affected by the harmonized standards.  One suggestion was to ask grower associations to encourage their 
members who are located near future TWG meetings to attend.  Even if growers are only able to attend one 
meeting, it would be valuable to get their insights and perspectives, and they would have a better understanding 
of the harmonization objectives and process.   

The issue of children and farm labor will emerge again this year in both legislative discussions and through en-
forcement priorities by DOL and state agencies. There is renewed discussion of the Children's Act for Responsible 
Employment άό/!w9 !ŎǘΣ Iw орспύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ensure that child farmworkers receive the same 
child labor protections as other working youth--έ 
with activist group pressure on members of both 
the House and the Senate to act. There was an 
event at the Capital (sponsored by activist groups) 
on February 22, which was attended by NCAE staff.   
The following link takes you to the U.S. DOL web-
site where agricultural youth labor issues are dis-
cussed: http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/youthlabor/
Agriculturalemployment.htm 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE REPORT FROM NCAE 

http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/youthlabor/Agriculturalemployment.htm
http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/youthlabor/Agriculturalemployment.htm
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ACTION ALERT (FROM OREGON FARM BUREAU) 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is seeking public comment of their draft Pesticide Registration (PR) 
Notice on Pesticide Drift Labeling.  They have proposed to add a general spray drift statement that is vague and 
excessively broad and sets an unachievable zero drift standard. EPA is also seeking public comment on a petition 
from the activist groups Earthjustice and Farmworker Justice to impose no spray zones or buffers, claiming that it 
would add additional protections for children. 
  
Individual comments or letters to EPA from farmers are critical in making sure EPA understands the full impact of 
its actions.  For your convenience talking points can be found below. 
  
Here is what you can do today: 
  
Go to www.regulations.gov and search for docket number EPA-HQ-OPP-2009-0628 to read the documents and 
submit a letter expressing your opinion and how this EPA action would affect you. The DEADLINE is March 5, 
2010. 
  
Lend your name to the fight by signing the Defend American Farmers Against Frivolous Lawsuits online peti-
tion.  Go to http://www.gopetition.com/online/33776.html and click on "sign petition". 
  
More information and details can also be found on FBACT.  This link will provide you with a sample letter that you 
can cut and paste and various options on how to submit comments.   
 
Talking Points: 
  
(1) Protection of human health for adults and children and of the environment is best accomplished through a Fed-
eral Insecticide Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) approved and enforced label for the pesticide product, 
which include Directions for Use that are based upon a risk assessment and incorporate mitigations and applica-
tion techniques designed to minimize drift.  
  
(2) The issue of Spray Drift has been discussed and scientifically studied for years, Recently, two large agriculture 
producing states, Florida and Washington, confirmed that risks to bystanders, if they were exposed to pesticide 
drift, are well below levels that would pose a health concern; therefore, ubiquitous interim buffers are unnecessary.  

 
 

Double-Wide  
Mobile Home  

 
 Overall condition: 
good although win-
dows need to be up-

graded 
For details,  

contact Al Jubitz at 
503.799.8499 


